INFORMATION SYSTEMS DESIGN METHODOLOGIES

the development of information systems. They are not,
however, addressed directly to systems methodologies.

The first group”® are concerned with specific aspects
of using information technology rather than the methods
by which we decide what to do and how to do it. Ref. 7
concerns systems in general and, with its considerable
emphasis on data modelling, is of immediate relevance to
practitioners working with (say) SSADM. Ref. 8 is
‘concerned solely with open systems. It addresses issues
such as standards and their role in portability, inter-
connection, etc. and it analyses specific aspects of open
systems such as data handling, user interfaces, security
and administration. I should regard both as tutorial texts
rather than research texts. They are both thorough and
well written, but neither includes exercises and worked
solutions.

The second group® %112 are concerned with software
development rather than systems development. Ref. 9
looks at software engineering from a viewpoint very
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Announcement

AuGusT 1991

DEXA °’91, International Conference on
Database and Expert Systems Applications,
Berlin, Germany

Aims of the conference

The use and development of database and
expert systems can be found in all fields of
computer science. The aim of DEXA 91 is to
present a large spectrum of database and
expert systems, already implemented or just
being developed. The conference will offer
the opportunity to discuss extensively
requirements, problems and solutions in the
field.

The conference should inspire a fruitful
dialogue between developments in practice,
users of database and expert systems, and
scientists working in the field.

Papers have been invited on the following
topics.

Office information systems
CIM

Parallel database/Expert systems processing
Deductive databases
Multimedia databases

Design tools

Visual interfaces
Heterogeneous systems
CASE

Communications
Hypertext/Hypermedia
Information retrieval
Object-oriented databases
Spatial databases

Statistical databases
Databases on supercomputers
Data protection

Legal information systems
Museum information systems
Environmental information systems
Computer cartography

Databases in the humanities

Historical databases

Distributed applications

Medical information systems
Social/Governmental information systems
Scientific/Engineering applications

For further information contact :

Professor Dr A Min Tjoa, University of
Vienna, Department of Statistics and Com-
puter Science, Liebiggasse 4/3-4, A-1010
Wien, Austria. Tel: +43(1)43-67-12. Fax:
+43(1)43 01 97. E-mail: A4423DAB
@AWIUNIIL.BITNET.

All accepted papers will be published.in the
Conference Proceedings (Springer Verlag).
Selected papers will be published in the journal
Expert Systems with Applications (Editor in
Chief: Jay Liebowitz).
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