Al MULTILANGUAGE SYSTEM McPOPLOG

vice versa. However, the communication between the
POP-11’s backtracking and the Prolog’s one would
increase the power of the ensire system. For example, the
POP-11 function

func ion collect(X,G) =) Result;
nil —>)Result;
if ( ?2— call(G). ) then
append (X, Result) —)Result;
/*add X to the list Result */

fail
/* ... would fail the goal G */
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Book Review

CD-ROMS in Print : an International Guide to
CD-ROM, CD-1I, CDTV & Electronic Book
Products

Meckler, London 1992. ISBN 0891-8198,
ISSN 0-88736-780-1. Print edition, £40;
CD-ROM edition, £59; joint price, £79.

We are all now familiar with the music CD,
and there can be few in the computing
profession who are not also familiar with the
CD-ROM (compact disc read only memory)
as a means of storage for large quantities of
data. Over the past decade the rapid ap-
pearance of one standard reference book after
another in CD-ROM format is having a
significant impact on the librarian’s approach
both to collection development and exploi-
tation. CD-ROMs allow not only the storage
of large amounts of data within a very small
space (e.g. the 3-volume set of Kompass UK
reduced to one 4.72” disc), but also allow
multiple access to that data through the
sophisticated search software available on
many CDs. The type and range of CD-ROMs
is now huge — dictionaries, encyclopedias,
directories, catalogues, abstracting public-
ations, financial records, statistical data, works
of literature, children’s books...many of
which will allow you to search the entire
database, to sort, download and even analyse
the data presented. They can make
commercially produced databases, normally

available on-line, readily accessible to a public
readership without the need for complex dial-
up telecommunications links. Unfortunately
CD-ROMs do not offer a cheap option. Prices
do not appear to have come down with greater
use, as initially expected. Inevitably a CD-
ROM will cost several times the price of an
equivalent printed copy, and in addition a
workstation is needed in order to ‘read’ the
‘automated’ book.

Now in its fifth year, the 1992 edition of
CD-ROMSs in Print provides details of nearly
3000 commercially available titles, compared
with the 300 listed in 1989. The print edition
comprises an alphabetical listing of titles. In
each case six sections of data are given: title;
data provider, publisher and distributor
details; compatible drives; disc software and
computer hardware/software requirements;
pricing structure; brief description of the
product. The information can be approached
through a series of indexes covering data
provider, publisher, distributor, software pro-
vider and subject. The latter is extremely
useful for anyone seeking to identify products
within a specific subject field, although the
subject headings used are rather broad. The
subject ‘Computer Software’ lists some 180
diverse titles. The data has been collected over
the past 12 months from information provided
by publishers and software houses.

The CD-ROM version contains identical

data, organised into 2 linked files — a titles file,
comprising description, compatibility,
software/hardware requirements and pricing
structure; and a companies file providing
details of information and software providers.
Each file can be searched through a number of
searchable index fields or through a giobal
index. The search software is easy to use, with
search options presented on the screen. The
software allows single-concept searches such
as finding all CDs on a particular subject, or
retrieving details of a specific CD-ROM title.
In addition, complex searching, combining a
number of concepts, is easily undertaken for
more specific requirements like a German
dictionary or a chemistry CD that runs on a
Macintosh. This CD-ROM itself demonstrates
the flexibility of the medium, allowing the type
of multi-concept searching not available
through the single-concept indexes of the print
version. .

Whether in print or CD-ROM format, CD-
ROMs in Print provides a comprehensive
source of information on currently available
titles and, as with previous editions, will prove
to be an indispensable tool in identifying titles
and checking source data.

J. Mak
London
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